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The Original ñGreen Industryò

S The #1 agricultural commodity in Oregon is nursery and 

greenhouse products

S $880,061,000 in annual sales in 2008

S Over 40% of nursery and greenhouse sales in Oregon 

are grown in the Chemeketa Service District



Industry Partnership

S Began with inviting the horticulture industry to participate 

in developing the Associate of Applied Science degree in 

Horticulture

S Industry advised us to make sustainability a core theme 

of the degree program

S Infused theme of sustainability into all parts of curriculum



Environmental Sustainability

S Energy conservation

S Integrated pest management

S Conservation of soil and water quality

SWise use of fertilizers

S Reduction of solid waste through composting

S Use of plant material for ecological services



Topics in Ecological 

Horticulture

S Native Plant Propagation and Use

S Urban Applications in Ecological Horticulture

S Invasive Plant Species Management

S Urban and Community Forestry

SWetland Design and Management

S Innovative Strategies for Water                                   

Management in Nurseries

S Additional courses to be added 



Social Sustainability

S Communication skills

S Intercultural communications

S Leadership skills

S Job search skills



Economic Sustainability

S Nursery and greenhouse business management

S Horticultural marketing

S Economics of energy conservation

S New technologies to increase efficiency



On-site Visits to Industry 

Partners

S Energy conservation in the greenhouse

S Innovative growing systems

S Sustainable water management

S Innovative pest management

S State-of-the-art composting systems



Chemeketa Greenhouse and 

Nursery

S Updated energy-saving environmental                                   

controls

S Low water use irrigation system 

S New efforts

S Composting demonstration area

S Introduction of biological control agents in                                             

the greenhouse

S Demonstration bioswale

S Edible landscape



Sustainability Symposium

S November 2008 invited industry to a first-step sustainability 

symposium

S Beginning of a long-term conversation on sustainability

S OAN has followed up with Climate Friendly Nurseries 

Initiative



Partnerships to Promote

Phytotechnology
Renee Stoops, SPROut Director



Phytotechnology

S Using a plantôs physical and physiological abilities and 

strategically putting them to work in managed landscapes 

to provide sustainable ecosystem services

S Using plants to remediate one of the major natural 

resource systems that define our world- water, soil, air



What is SPROut
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for environmental sustainability and

economic development



SPROut integrates resource networks

Diagram by Rene Kane for SPROut



Oregon Garden Wetlands ï

Our initial partnership


