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POLICY MATTERS!  
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#10.   Increasing 
Influence & Scrutiny of 
Proprietary Sector  
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Increased Influence of 
For- Profits   

 
ÅProprietary education has evolved 

from small local schools delivering 
vocational certificates into larger 
corporate institutions that provide 2 
yr and longer programs.  (University 
of Phoenix has more than 400,000 
students!)  
 
ÅThey constitute a relatively small but 

fast growing part of American Higher 
Ed.  77% of new postsec institutions 
since 2005 are for - profits.  
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Increased Influence of  
For- Profits  

ÅFrom fall 2000 to fall 2009, the 
percentage of all full -time students 
enrolled in for -profit institutions 
increased from 4% to 10%. The 
percentage of part -time students  
increased from 1% to 6%.  

 

ÅThe private sector slice of federal 
aid money went from $4.6 billion to 
more than $26 billion between 2000 
and 2010. 
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Increased Scrutiny of 
For- Profits  

ÅWhile 1 in 8 college students attend 
for -profit institutions, they command 
25% of federal loans, and 40% of 
defaults.  

 
ÅTuition at for -profit two year  

schools is on average 3 times higher 
than public community colleges.  



T
o

p
 1

0
 E

m
e

rg
in

g
 P

o
lic

y 
Is

su
e

s
 

Increased Scrutiny of 
For- Profits  

 

Å86% of proprietary students have 
loans as compared to 24% of cc 
students, with 19% carrying debt in 
excess of $30,000.  

 

ÅEven with higher costs, greater debt 
and strong promises of success, 
degree completion rates from 
proprietary schools are about the 
same as public community colleges. 
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Increased Scrutiny of 
For- Profits  

ÅIn 2010 IA Senator Harkin, released 
a GAO report highly critical of the 
for -profit sector because of fraud 
and very high default rates in federal 
loan programs. U.S. Dept of Ed 
agreed to increase federal oversight 
of for -profit schools.  
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Increased Scrutiny of 
For- Profits  

ÅHowever,for -profits engaged in a well 
funded lobbying and advertising 
campaign against the proposed 
scrutiny. The Republican chair of the 
House Committee on Education and 
Labor has vowed to block the 
department from any increased 
regulation.  
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Implications?  

ÅPotential competition for decreasing 
pool of OR students, particularly in 
high demand/high profit programs  

 

ÅIncreased competition for limited 
public dollars whether at the federal 
or state level  

 

ÅPotential pressure from conservatives 
to limit taxpayer subsidized programs 
that òcompeteó with the private sector 
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# 9.   Sustainability  
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Sustainability  

 

Contributing factors:  

 

ÅSkyrocketing costs resulting in 
increased  campus operational 
costs (fuel & power)  

 

ÅImpact of gas prices on commuter 
students  
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Sustainability  

 

ÅIncreasing concern about the U.S. 
dependence upon sometimes 
unfriendly foreign governments for 
our oil and gas 

 

ÅGreater recognition of and concern 
for the causes of global warming  
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Sustainability   

 

Results:  
ÅGrowing awareness/willingness on 

part of students/employees/public to 
make  lifestyle changes to support 
energy efficiency  

 

ÅIncreasing visibility for sustainability 
efforts in the community and on 
campuses 
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Sustainability  

ÅFederal tax credits/stimulus 
package that have supported 
retrofitting of public 
infrastructure including 
campuses 
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Implications?   

 Examples: 
 

ÅState of Utah moved state 
government to adopt four day 
workweek.  Non-essential State 
offices closed on Fridays.  
 
ÅMany campuses are adopting four 

day sessions during summer 
months to encourage energy 
savings.   
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Implications?   
  

ÅColleges are exploring alternative 
energy sources, from heating/cooling 
their buildings, using bio fuels, taking 
out traditional lawns replacing with 
xeriscaping, and investing in 
alternative fuel vehicles for their 
campus fleet operations.  
 
ÅCCs have geared up to train for the 

new green workforce.  The DOL has 
issued millions of dollars in grants to 
provide workforce training for green 
economy. 
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#8. Economic and 
Workforce Development  
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Workforce Development  

ÅEconomists argue that the best 
educated and trained nations will 
have the advantage in the 
increasingly competitive global 
economy 

 

 
 



 The U.S. formerly ranked at the top 
among nations in proportion of students 

going onto postsecondary   
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Within a decade the U.S. ranked 
thirteenth  
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Percent of Adults with Associateõs Degree  
  or Higher by Age Group  Countries and the U.S. 

(2006)  
 
 

 
Percent of Adults with Associates Degrees or Higher by Age - Group 
Leading OECD Countries and the U.S. (2006)  
 
 
 
 
 

SouLeading OECD Countries and the U.S. (2006)  
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Workforce Development  
 

ÅTodayõs headlines make it clear -- job 
creation, workforce and economic 
development issues will continue to be  

vital in 2012. 

 

ÅAs of July, natl. unemployment rate 
stood at 9.2%.   In OR, the rate was  
9.5%   Meanwhile colleges are 
grappling with enrollments driven by 
unemployed and underemployed 
enrolling for job training.  

 
 

 



Resulting Opportunities for 
Community Colleges  

ÅEarlier this year the DOL finally announced 
guidelines for the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance Community College and Career 
Training Grants Program .  
 

òNot since the passage of the original GI Bill and the 
work of Pres. Trumanõs Commission on Higher Education 
ð which helped double the number of community 
colleges and increased by seven fold enrollment in 
those colleges ð have we taken such a step on behalf 
of community colleges in America.ó 

» Pres. Barack Obama  
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Resulting Opportunities for  
Community Colleges  

Å$2 billion over four years was made 
available in grants of between $2.5 to 
$5 million for individual colleges and 
between $2.5 to $20 million for 
college consortia.  
 
ÅWIA is also scheduled to come up for 

renewal.  With the focus on job 
creation, state and local partnerships 
including community colleges may 
become a priority in competing for 
available funding.  
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Implications?    
ÅWhile the first round of $500 million 

in grants has been announced, survival 
of the rest of TAA is now in question 
as part of negotiations over cutting 
the federal deficit and consideration 
of WIA will also be pushed back by 
policymakers concerned with 
burgeoning deficits.  

 

ÅYou can expect a common theme of all 
funding opportunities will be òan 
extraordinary emphasis on program 
outcomes.ó 
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#7  The òCompletion Agendaó 
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State Data Systems  

Å Nationwide there is increasing 
attention to the development and use 
of  Student Unit Record Data 
Systems (SURDS) to support 
increased accountability  

 

Å Traditionally most states have had 
disconnected data systems where 
students couldnõt be tracked from K-
12 into postsecondary or sometimes 
even between two - and four -year 
colleges. 
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State Data Systems  

ÅWidespread recognition from 
funders and policymakers that 
better data on student progression 
through the pipeline is needed to 
help nation meet its educational 
goals. 

 

Å In 2010 a common Data Standards 
Consortium was formed to develop 
voluntary model data standards to 
increase data comparability and 
portability . 

 



T
o

p
 1

0
 E

m
e

rg
in

g
 P

o
lic

y 
Is

su
e

s
 

Emphasis on Accountability  

ÅWith increased data comes increased 
scrutiny.  For most of the last half 
century higher ed has been in an 
expansion mode, responding to the 
demand to increase access.  

 

Å In light of increasing demand for 
better educated workers, fewer 
resources, and projected enrollment 
growth, the focus has now shifted 
from input to outcome metrics  
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Emphasis on Accountability  

Å New emphasis on completion metrics:  
How many students are earning 
certificates and degrees? Which 
students? How quickly?  

 

Å Second focus is on efficiency and 
effectiveness:  How well are colleges 
meeting state needs? How 
productive are institutions in 
graduating students relative to 
resources invested? Are colleges 
improving student learning?  
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Implications?   

Å Improved data systems will allow 
higher ed leaders to better 
understand which factors correlate 
with student success and completion.  

 

Å New NGA report recently released  
òComplete to Competeó is subtitled,  
From Information to Action: 
Revamping Higher Education 
Accountability Systems  
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Implications?   

Å AZ legislation now requires Regents 
to link state funding to specific 
outcomes including graduation rates.  

 

Å While performance funding isnõt new, 
expect a ònew and improvedó version 
coming to a state near youé. 

 

Å The mystique of the òivy toweró is 
long gone. 
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#6. Mission Creep:  
The Baccalaureate 

Degree Movement at 
Community Colleges 
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        The CC Baccalaureate Degree  

ÅGrowing demand from Business 
and Industry for applied or 
technical baccalaureate degrees  
 
ÅIncreased need for Access to 

baccalaureate for place -bound 
adults where there is no 4 - year 
college 
 
ÅConcerns about high costs of 

education at universities  
 

 

 The CC Baccalaureate Degree  
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 The CC Baccalaureate Degree  

ÅAt least 16 states (Arkansas, 
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Mexico, New York, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, Vermont 
and Washington) authorize two -year 
colleges to offer four -year degrees 
in education and other high demand 
fields including applied 
baccalaureate degrees.   
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 The CC Baccalaureate Degree  

Since 2005:  
 
ÅTraditional community colleges 
offering bachelorõs degrees rose 
from 109 to 162.   
 
Å147 former two -year schools (up 

from 120 five years ago) offer up 
to 50% of their degrees at the 
baccalaureate level.  
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Implications?  

ÅPart of an overall trend of òmission 
creepó where the traditional 
distinctions between sectors is getting 
muddier (e.g.  two -yr   colleges in some 
states dropping the òcommunityó in 
their name.)  

 

ÅPrevious experience suggests it is  
difficult to maintain the open door and 
applied mission of the community 
college as institutional culture changes 
with the new hires who come with a 
university mindset.  
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Implications?  

ÅNegotiating issues like differing 
faculty workloads and pressure to 
institute entrance requirements and 
pre -requisites can be problematic.  

 

ÅDespite these and other challenges, 
this movement is growing and will have 
an ever greater impact on our sector 
nationally.  
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#5.  K - 16 Issues:  
Creating More 
Seamless Systems  



ECS State Note: Transfer and Articulation Policies, Feb. 2001 

States with Common Gen. Ed. Core Curriculum  

Å Statewide Gen Ed. Core  

Å CC Core only 

Å Under development 
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K- 16 Issues  

ÅCCs nationwide provide postsecondary 
access through fast growing 
dual/concurrent enrollment programs 
for HS students.    Example: New 
Century Scholarship program in UT has 
led to 11,000+ HS students enrolled in 
one community college. 
 
ÅPolicymakers want better connection 

between HS tests and student 
admissions and placement in college.  
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K- 16 Issues  

ÅCCs are creating seamless partnerships 
with secondary and university partners. 
(Example: El Paso Community College 
which shares a common application, 
seamless financial aid, and other 
mechanisms to ease transfer to 
University of Texas at El Paso)  
 
ÅMany CCs and universities now 

encourage joint admissions that ensure 
easier movement between CCs and 4 yr 
partners.  
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K- 16 Issues  
 
ÅIllinois will test a Monetary Award 

Program 2+2 model that partners 
community colleges with four -year 
institutions. The four -year colleges will 
offer either dual enrollment or dual 
admission to students who start at 
partner community colleges. Through the 
program, more of the cost savings from 
starting at a community college will be 
passed on to the student.  
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K- 16 Issues  
 
ÅMore than 230 Early College High 

Schools operate in 28 states (typically 
on a cc campus). 
 
ÅDesigned so low-income youth, first -

generation college goers, English 
language learners, students of color, 
and other young people 
underrepresented in higher education 
can simultaneously earn a high school 
diploma and an Associateõs degree or up 
to two years of credit toward a 
Bachelorõs degreeñtuition free . 
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K- 16 Issues  

ÅUntil states began adopting the Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS)  in 2010, 
each state developed its own K-12 
standards, resulting in variability across 
the nation in what students learn . The 
CCSS are an attempt to improve 
student readiness and success in K -12 
and beyond, no matter where they live.  

 

ÅCCSS requires aligned expectations 
between HS graduation and college, 
rigorous content and skills, sound basis 
in evidence and research.  
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Implications?  
 

ÅValid assessments are under 
development, but raise questions 
about how they fit with current 
standards and assessments, such as 
the ACT, SAT and placement exams.  

 

ÅChanges to the K -12 curriculum will 
affect what students entering higher 
ed will know, and be able to do. 
Colleges need to be part of the 
discussion to ensure alignment.  
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Implications?  
 

ÅSignificant reforms in Teacher Ed. 
and professional development will be 
needed. 

 

ÅBecause CCSS requires greater and 
deeper content knowledge than most 
current state standards, rural 
districts may find it even more 
difficult to hire teachers with 
necessary experience and credentials. 
May result in expanded use of 
distance education.  
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Implications?  
 

 

ÅImplementation of the CCSS is a rare, 
state -led opportunity to improve 
outcomes throughout the entire 
educational pipeline.  Policymakers and 
college leaders should take advantage 
of this unprecedented opportunity to 
align K-12 and higher education 
education  to achieve the ultimate goal: 
academic success for all students.  
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#4.  Growing Demand for 
Postsecondary Access 

from the Baby Boom Echo  
combined with returning 

unemployed and 
underemployed workers  



The Expectation  

ñBy 2020, America will once again have 
the highest proportion of college 

graduates in the worldó 

President Barack Obama, February 24, 2009  



IF ALL STATES DID AS WELL 
AS THE BEST-PERFORMING 
STATES DO IN PROVIDING 
ACCESS TO COLLEGE FOR 

THEIR CITIZENS  



WE COULD BOOST      
PARTICIPATION BY 
33% TO OVER 20.7 
MILLION STUDENTS  
BY 2015 --  THATõS AN 
ADDITIONAL  4.8 
MILLION STUDENTS  
ABOVE PROJECTED 
LEVELS 



 

   

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projected Change from 2000 to 2030   
In U.S. College Age Population (18 to 24) -  2030  

    
Oregonõs college age population will INCREASE 27.3%! 



Demographic Projections: 

Population Projections - Projected Change from 2000 to 2030 
Choose Submeasure  

For the Year                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Projected Change from 2000 to 2030   
In U.S. College Age Population (18 to 24)  

 

 

http://higheredinfo.org/dbrowser/index.php?submeasure=340&year=2030&level=nation&mode=map&state=0
http://higheredinfo.org/dbrowser/index.php?submeasure=340&year=2030&level=nation&mode=graph&state=0
http://higheredinfo.org/dbrowser/index.php?submeasure=340&year=2030&level=nation&mode=data&state=0
http://higheredinfo.org/dbrowser/index.php?submeasure=340&year=2030&level=&mode=policy&state=0
http://higheredinfo.org/dbrowser/index.php?submeasure=340&year=2030&level=&mode=definitions&state=0

